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Synopsis

Winner of the 2016 eBook Festival of Words Best Non-Fiction Award.What could possibly go wrong
in paradise? Tired of mortgage and car payments, thirty-something Andrew and Gwynn sold nearly
everything they owned but their Siamese cat and escaped their humdrum nine-to-five existence for
life in paradiseA¢a —a «a tiny island accessible only by boat or air in one of the remotest spots on
Earth: the Okavango Delta in Botswana. Woefully inexperienced, they took control of a luxury game
lodge where the rich and famous went to sip G&Ts with lions and elephants. Trouble soon followed.
Their lives were threatened daily by snakes, elephants, baboons, and a hyena with a plastic fetish.
Not to mention the endlessA¢a —4& +and often insurmountableA¢a —a «challenge of keeping their
five-star guests fed in a world where the closest supermarket was an air flight away. Amongst
others, their guests included a famous Hollywood director, some French aristocrats, a Mafia lawyer,
world-famous singers, and the England cricket captain. Light-hearted and humorous, this
adventureA¢a -a speppered with some drama and suspenseA¢a —a «will enthrall you with its

unique look at life as game lodge managers in wild Africa.
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Customer Reviews

Enjoyed the book greatly! Really want to go and experience it myself. Would love to read more and

plan to get on with the other books these two have written. Highly recommended!

An amusing true tale of two young people managing a safari camp in the Okavango Delta. I'm in
South Africa. The Okavango is a paradise, of course. | found the story mostly engrossing, with a few
dreadful spelling mistakes -- the most obvious being "champaign" for "champagne"! For most
reviewers the story worked as written -- a chapter by Andrew, and a chapter by Gwynn. It’s fine, but
sometimes | was confused for a minute about who was talking! Also, please keep in mind that this
adventure dates back to the early 90’s. The camps have since become far more sophisticated (and
with higher price tags). | was a little put off by the descriptions of the primitive kitchen, and
wondered how many tourists wound up with a tummy bug ... IThe story has very funny moments. |
only wish the authors had explained the layouts of the camps and the environment more clearly, as
it's always better to have a picture in your mind of the place -- hard to do here, and the purpose of
Otter Camp, for example, was never explained. | have no idea what Otter Camp was about. Also,
Gwynn never told whether she actually got the staff to clean up around their camps. There were a
few such vague bits in the story.However, | think just about anyone will enjoy this real life tale.

Thanks, Andrew and Gwynn White, it was fun to read!

Torn Trousers is an extraordinary book! Andrew and Gwynn share their amazing experience in one
of Southern Africa most remote, and outstanding, areas. It has lovely characters, rich and engaging
storytelling, humorous touches spread thorough and even occasional edge-of-your-seat suspense
thrown in. | loved it! Considering that most of us won’t have similar opportunity, reading their tale is
likely the second best thing (after hearing it all straight from the horse’s mouth, that is).| mostly had
contact with Andrew’s writing style from his 4x4 guides and it is rewarding to notice that his talent
goes way beyond technical books. Gwynn’s writing style is superb! Quite a refreshing read! The
book alternates chapters written by either Andrew or Gwynn, showing both perspectives, a pretty
nice setup | shall add. This is the kind of book you will have a hard time letting go, in case you can’t

afford to read it all in one sitting.

The story of a young couple that gave up their jobs and sold almost everything they owned so that
they could manage a safari camp in Botswana. This adventure occurred years ago. I'm not sure

how many years ago as | didn’t find a date. But, at one point they said that when they were there the



campers paid hundreds of dollars per night and would now pay thousands of dollars per night.
Wow!When Andrew and Gwynn arrived the place was falling apart due to the past managers’
laziness, the owner’s penny pinching, and the destruction of the animals. They worked extremely
long days to get the camp into shape, entertain their guests, and to manage the employees. It was
grueling work and it isn’t surprising they stayed only one year. On top of all that they didn’t feel they
could go to bed until the guests went to bed. Some guests stayed up talking and drinking until the
wee hours of the morning. They needed at least one more employee--probably a social director.It
was extremely difficult to get ahead with improvements because hyenas and baboons were raiding
the kitchen almost every night. The elephants were knocking down the camp palm trees. There was
a mess to clean up and danger at every turn. Then there are the water dangers--hippos and
crocodiles. Did you know that Hippos are the most dangerous animals in Africa? They kill more
people than any other animal on that continent.We hear about the obnoxious and wonderful guests
and we also hear about great and not so great employees. And then there are the strange owners.
Very entertaining.Andrew and Gwynn take turns writing the chapters. I've read books where that’s
annoying but it didn’t bother me at all in Torn Trousers because their writing styles are very similar.|
very much enjoyed reading about the adventures in this book. It's more proof that Paradise is not
always paradise when you work there.
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